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l~ St. Joseph County ISD
po. Box 219.62445 Shimmel Road. Ce//fredlle, MI 49032

Website: 1I'\I"I'\'.sicisd.org

May 28,2002

Letter of Appeal
Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21

To Whom it May Concern,

"Building Better Futures jiJr Children and COllllllunities"

Office (6/6) 467-5400

Fax (6/61 467-4309

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUN 102002

FCC - MAILROOM

In response to the May 21,2002 memo from the USAC (see Attachment 1) please consider this
letter as an appeal to their Administrator's Decision on Waiver Request.

This appeal is regarding the Fund Year 5 Form 471 Certification Rejection Letter to my request
of waiver of application window for program year 5, 2002-03 on behalf of White Pigeon
Community Schools - WP-471-5 - Application number 301284, Billed entity # 131388

Below is a summary of the reasons for my appeal:

I had originally received a "Fund Year 5 Form 471 Rejection Letter" on January 23'd because the
signature in Block 6, Item 34, of the FCC Form 471 submitted on January 9, 2002 was blank.
This was my first year filing for E-rate and due to my in-experience a big mistake (I kept the
signed copy for my records and set out the unsigned copy). I received notice on January 23,
2002 indicating that an appeal was due to the SLD by January 17, 2002. Although I had received
their letter after the appeal deadline, I did re-submit the original form 471 with my signature (see
Attachment 2 & 3). They have rejected my appeal because it was received after the deadline.

According to the program description for 2001-02 funding, (page 1 in the Michigan Information
Network Book) the Telecommunications Act of 1996 was designed to ensure that all eligible
schools and libraries have affordable access to modem telecommunications and information
services.

White Pigeon Community Schools has just set up a new technology department and is in need of
this funding. To penalize this entire school district due to the lack ofmy signature would be an
unfair decision and a total step back from what the E-rate program represents.

If there is more information needed, please let contact me at 616-467-5479.

Thank you any consideration on behalf of White Pigeon School District.
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Phone:
Fax:
E-mail

My Contact Information:
My name: Cathy R. McMillin
Address: 62445 Shimmel Road

Centreville, MI 49032
C/O St. Joseph County ISD
616-467-5479
616-467-4309
c111cmilli({v.kresanct.org

Sincerely

Cathy R. McMillin
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Applicant's Fonnldentmer: WP-471-5
Fonn 471 Application Number:. 301284

The Signature in Block 6,. Item 34, of the FCC Form 471 submitted Is blank•
J .,,;;.

Re:

•

~.~.,

:.:~/:~~~~\~~ ..~~:;~;;j
~,~<~~:,~ :'·:~;g:G~:.~~::~:t~:

:._,' '" _. ',", C" "'..-

Dear CATHY R.MCMILLIN::, " "e~~'~~~i';~~["
, " " . ,,:: "_, " ,.- >,:-::" ~ :,/'~v,,~.::':'!?~" :'i.C'Y"

This letter Is your notification that the Certification page of the FCC Form 471, SeNices Ordered ana:" ,;;;;1£':;""[
. certification Form, you submitted did not meet MinimumProcesslng.Slandards.Therefore we are.retumin ))
your Form 471 Ce~ificalion.'~ltIl!hls}ett~r, Whic~!T'eans that the Schools ~n~,Ub.r:ari~s.oivision',~~~;
could not process it. To be C(lnsl~ere"(ffor E-ratediscounts, your CertlflcabOnmustbecorrected\!I6~;r
resubmitted. To beconsider'eawiihfnthe Form 471 filing wlndow for Fund year 5. YO\lr nsw'orC:O'. ': .....
certification must be poslmar'keifbyJanuary1.7, 2002, The newly submltted'Folin must also mellt;.,:~¥j;~

. Minimum Processing Standards. Here is an explanation oflhe specific reason{s) your Form471' ,.",
Certification did not meet the Minimum Processing Standards:

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION: .

.." ~.,." .~'.~ ,·~~~;~~+:~~·.~tr~¥~z~~ _- '.," ..1 '...

CorrespondcnceUnit- Box 125,80 South Jefferson Road; Whippany, NJ 07981 .
" "'17;': 1I1"V1sji US'oil!iDe at: 1ittp:/~. universalservlce,org' '

.
If you wish to appeal.thedecision indicated in this letter, your appeal must be made in writing ande.:r,"·,
RECEIVED BY THE SLD at the address below WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS?lt\
LEcnER. In your letter of appeal:. '. ,"

.' '" 1;"in~lude'il1eria~;;'~daj:ess,teiepl1onemimber, faJ( number and e-mairaCldress{if avallilllte}
, " persOl1'who canmosrreadily discuss this appeal with us. " ",c,. ,(."

·"<.,o~-::.. :, .. -._"~ ..,~,:;,_:;: .•~,;::~~:>_.; ;',,:~-, .. -, .' , _ .."";'~'"c'<''' -.: ,'- .,:i~<:r":<'.'

2. 'Include the appnca~t neme and the FCC Form 471 Application Numbery!:olTl this lelter:.',:i .

3. Whenexplafrilng YcN~4l:ppeamnclude the.rejection reason from thls)~eI~ti()n LettetM\'
~~~()t~Ollr,a"pp~aIJ-:~~~rri~tigy~to thEl eXll~words that give rise to.your !3Ppe~'.Jb,

.:J).. ·~a...".IS.I..e.'.::.~0.1J1..,ore.,.'..'•.'r..~d. ;;'{.~J~d..,.9.·~...J!.'.n.'~'.a.....nst.re.s.l!onCla.ppro.... Pria.t.e.~..;10. y.00.•.·.'ap..'.'p.elli. Pla~.il1.•e.'.'.~." ',. ';,
.;,\:i' :I"I~~~IOAll~,~~n\!''';~~'y'!fi;~~lJll)e~~tion to. support your~ppeat: B~ sure to k~,

:"it~i;J'!lti.Sf~g~~i~~1~~~merltati~q;~, :;Y~~~'&·'f?~'·:f~".':£ ;·i.· ,:'.··•• ~i;,
.. .·et~~·~ro~!~~ l!1l' aiil~?~'li;~~nati.l,t;e I1n~OU~:il~~%t~ppe~r~ .. ...·;.:'t,,···;r-'~.; ..··;~ ..N"~':'c; "

'. - . """ --. .:- - .' , " -...... , . . .,' .-' ,. '... .-,.,. '., ..•.. ": .'" . .. ,...•...".:'.:"._;.p..~'

PI~ase Send)our app.ealto:Letter,~~peal,SChools and Libraries Division, Box 125-C0l'l'Elsppn .•.•" ,,..;. ;'''~.;
Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981. ~peals sent by fax, phone call and &'mail CAN OT' . '
baprocessed."'·.'·' ",'"';",:,,,,-: .' .... ,._' ••;. '".. ' . .,'.. ~~ .;.~.. .~

,'.,."" ,. ',,",-,"',-c;<", _n".....

"-'---.......-------



Enclosure:
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St. Joseph County ISD "Bllilding Better FlIIllres for Childrell alld Comml/nit,

Phone:
Fax:
E-mail

PO Bar 1./9.62·145 Shimmel Road. Cellfre\'i{{t'. Ml 49032

/>.\/((': II'WlI:S;('isd.(II"t:

January 23,2002

Letter of Appeal
Schools & Libraries Division
Box l25-Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Dear Sirs,

ill!' COli tact Illformatioll:
My name: Cathy R. McMillin
Address: 62445 Shimmel Road

Centreville, MI 49032
C/O St. Joseph County ISD
616-467-5479
616-467-4309
cmcmi II iW'kresanet.org

Offici' (616) ~67-.

Fax (616) -/67-·

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUN 1 02002

FCC. MAILROOM

I am writing this letter of appeal in regard to the Fund Year 5 F01111471 Certification Rejection
Letter on behalf of White Pigeon Community Schools - WP--I71-5 - Application number
301284, Billed entity # 131388 (see attached copy of letter received January 23, 2002).

The reason for my appeal:

The signature in Block 6, Item 34, of the FCC Form 471 submitted is blank. This is totally my
eITOr. On behalf of White Pigeon Community Schools, it is my request that this school district

not be penalized for my oversight.

I received the letter of rejection (enclosed) on January 23'J, which makes it impossible for to me
to have met the January 17'h deadline of re-submission.

Again, I apologize and have enclosed the conected version (my signature) of the 471 on behalf
of White Pigeon Community Schools.

Sincerely

L- ~ L--i!vy Ie I 1)/7 C/)Ju:.~ 0
Cathy R. ~Millin

floc/rtl uJ /:"dllcal;'JI/ t\dmj,listrnrioll
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Block 6 Print Mode

FCC Form 471
Scr'iiees Ordered ~l1d Certi':cati,)1 Fe"m

--R-EC:-':E:::-:W::::ED:-;;&:-;;'IN:;C:S:;;jPE~C;nJE~·e I of 3

JUN 102002

FCC - MAILROQ

Applicant's Form Identifier: WP-471-5 Entity Number: 131388

Contact Person: Cathy R. McMillin Phone Number: (616) 467-5479

Block 6: Certifications and Signature

Do not write in. this area.

471 Application Number: 301284

24. The entities listed in Block 4 of this application are eligible for support because they are:
(check one or both)
a. P' schools under the statutory definitions of elementary and secondary schools found in the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C. Sees. 8801(14) and (25), that do not
operate as for-profit businesses, and do not have endowments exceeding $50 million; and/or
b. r libraries or library consortia eligible for assistance from a State library administrative agency under
the Library Services and Technology Act of 1996 that do not operate as for-profit businesses and whose
budgets are completely separate from any school (including, but not limited to) elementary and
secondary schools, colleges and universities

25. The eligible schools and libraries listed in Block 4 of this application have secured access to all of the
resources, including computers, training, software, maintenance, and electrical connections necessary to
make effective use of the services purchased as well as to pay the discounted charges for eligible
services.

26. All of the schools and libraries or library consortia listed in Block 4 of this application are
covered by:
a. P' an individual technology plan for using the services requested in this application; and/or
b. r higher-level technology plan(s) for using the services requested in this application; or
c. r no technology plan needed; applying for basic local distance telephone service only.

27. Status of technology plans (if representing multiple entities with mixed technology plan
status, check both a and b):
a. ~ technology plan(s) has/have been approved; and/or

b. r technology plan(s) will be approved by a state or other authorized body; or

c. r no technology plan needed; applying for basic local and long distance telephone service only.

28. i certify that the entities eligible for support that I am representing have complied with all applicabie
state and local laws regarding procurements of services for which support is being sought.

9. I certify that the se.rvices the applicant purchases at discounts provided by 47 U.S.C. Sec. 254 will be
used solely for educational purposes and will not be sold, resold, or transferred in consideration for
money or any other thing of value.

·--··-----jrr-------------------~-------------------



Block 6 Print Mode Page 2 of3

30. I certify that the entity(ies) I represent has complied with all program rules and I acknowledge that
ailure to do so may result in denial of discount funding and/or cancellation of funding commitments.

31. I understand that the discount level used for shared services is conditional. for future years. upon
ensuring that the most disadvantaged schools and libraries that are treated as sharing in the service
eceive an appropriate share of benefits from those services.

32. I recognize that I may be audited pursuant to ths application. I will retain for five years any and all
worksheets and other records that I rely upon to fill out this application, and, if audited, will make
available to the Administrator such records.

33, I certify that I am authorized to submit this request on behalf of the above-named institution, that I
have examined this request, and to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, all statements of
a~9ntain~d here~n are tr~e..,

i /i...t.l: '-' .( / n c /i~ I .. (..1, .
34. Slonature'of authorized oerson 135. Date f/...J 2/" J

36. Printed name of authorized person Cathy R. McMillin

37. Title or position of authorized person SecretarY to the TechnoJoav Dept.
38. Telephone number of authorized Derson (616) 467- 5479

471 Application Number: 301284

WHITE PIGEON COMM SCH DISTRICT

410 E PRAIRIE AVE

WHITE PIGEON, MI 49099

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture,
under the Communications Act, 47 U.S.C.Secs. 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment under Title
18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C.Sec. 1001.

n-he Americans with Disabilities Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the
Rehabilitation Act may impose obligations on entities to make the services purchased with these
discounts accessible to and usable bv people with disabilities.

NOTICE TO INDIVIDUALS: Section 54.504 of the Federal Communication Commission's rules requires all schools and libraries ordering
services that are eligible for and seeking universal service discounts 10 file this Services Ordered and Certification Form (fCC Form 471)
~ilh the Universal Service Administrator. 47 C.F.R. § 54.504. The collection of information sIems from the Commission's authority under
Section 254 of the Communications Act of 1934. as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 254. The data in the report will be used to ensure that schools
and libraries comply with the competitive bidding requirement contained in 47 C.F.R. § 54.504. All schools and libraries planning to order
services eligible for universal service discounts must file this form themselves or as part of a consortium.

~n agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently
valid OMS control number.

he FCC is authorized under the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, to collect the personal information we request in this form. We
ill use the information you provide to determine whether approving t-his application is in the public interest. If we believe there may be a

violation of potential violation of a FCC statute, regulation, rule or order, your application may be referred to the Federal, state, or local
tagency responsible for investigating, prosecuting, enforcing or implementing the statute, rule, regulation or order. In certain cases, the
information in your application may be disclosed to the Department of Justice or a court or adjudicative body when (a) the FCC; or (b) any

lemployee of the FCC; or (c) the United States Government, is a party of a proceeding before the body or has an interest in the proceeding.

If you o~e a past dU~ debt to the fede~al government, the taxpayer identificalion number (such as your social security number) and other
l~rormallOn you prOVide may also be disclosed to the Department of the, Treasury Financial Management Service, other federal agencies
IClnd/or your employer 10 of~set your salary, IRS tax refund or other payments to coHect that debt. The FCC may also provide this
informallOn to these agenCies through Ihe matching of computer records when authorized.

rwith the. exception of y~ur ~ocial security number, if you do not provide the information we request on Ihe form, the FCC may delay
processing of your applicatIon or may return your applicaliOn without action.

he for~going Notice is required by the Privacy Act of 1974, Pub. L. No. 93·579, December 31, 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552, and Ihe Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Pub. L. No. 104-13, 44 U.S.C. § 3501, el seq.

~ubliC reporting bur.den for t.his collection of informat.ion is estimated ~o average 6 hours per response, including the time for reviewing
instructions, searching eXlsllng data sources, gathenng and malOtalOlng the data needed, completing, and reviewing the collection of
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information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information. including suggestions for
educing the reporting burden to the Federal Communications Commission, Performance Evaluation and Records Management,

ashington, D.C. 20554.

Please submit this form to: SLD - Form 471
P.O. Box 7026
Lawrence, KS 66044-7026

For express delivery services or U.S. Postal Service, Return Receipt Requested, mail this form to:
SLD - Form 471
C/O Ms.Smith
3833 Greenway Drive
Lawrence, KS 66046
(888) 203-8100

Return to SLD Home Page

Copyright 1997-2000
Schools and Libraries Division

"



White Pigeon Community Schools
410 E. Prairie Ave
White Pigeon, MI 49099

Local phone service from Verizon North

Attachmpnt 1 lAin

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUN 10 Z002

FCC - MAILROOM

per Connie Wright 12/17/01

Last year 12 months

For estimate 2002-03

Estimated Monthly Charges

--------

x10%
Total

1364.00

14880.00

1488.00

16368.00



White Pigeon Community Schools
410 E. Prairie Ave
White Pigeon, MI 49099

Attachment 2 WP

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUN 1 0 2002

Long distance phone service from LDMI

Last year 12 months

For estimate 2002-03

Estimated Monthly Charges

x10%

Total

421.30

4596.00

459.60

5055.60

FCC - MAILROOM

per Connie Wright 12/17/01



White Pigeon Community Schools
410 E. Prairie Ave
White Pigeon, MI 49099

Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency
56K &T1 Line Service

Attachment 3 WP

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUN 1 0 2002

FCC· MAILROOM

per Connie Wright 12/17/01

Estimated Monthly Charges

t'

214.50


